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DUTCH DRAWINGS FROM THE GOLDEN AGE ARRIVE AT THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART 

Priceless possessions from Holland are now on exhibition at The Cleveland 
Museum of Art. They are drawings from the sensitive and masterful hands of Rembrandt, 
Frans Hals, van Gogh and Jan Steen and eighty other Dutch artists. They variously 
portray the wholesome normal way of life in Holland - the inner feelings of the 
vital Dutch people as they go about their everyday tasks - the glorious light and 
dark shadows of the Dutch landscape. The drawing of everyday life was invented by 
the Dutch. It reached a high state of development there and laid the foundation for 
later taste on the subject. Scenes of quiet domesticity, relaxation mixed with 
ribaldry, are often depicted. Jan Steen was the master of this style. He had an 
eye for the comedy of life. Even in biblical scenes he often used amusing details. 

Drawings in the collection were selected by Dr. J. Q. van Regteren Altena, 
the distinguished Director of the Print Cabinet, Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam and cover 
five centuries - beginning with the year 1410. They come principally from public 
and private collections in Holland but a few are from Germany, Canada and this 
country. In this exhibition for the first time it is possible to study Dutch 
draftsmanship as a whole and see the continuity of the process from the Golden 
Age of the 17th century up to the present. 

The strikingly beautiful ADORATION OF THE KINGS included in the exhibition 
is one of the earliest known Dutch drawings and is done with pen and black ink on 
vellum. It comes from the Print Cabinet of the State Museum, Berlin. The artist 
is unknown. 

A WARRIOR WITH OPEN HELMET by Hieronymus Bosch springs from a mind filled 
with purest fantasy. It shows a tormented mind which is uncommon among the Dutch. 
Quietude of mind being a quality much prized by them. From the mouthpiece of the 
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helmet the warrior's beard pours forth like fire while the eyes seem to be great 
black spiders. This drawing would be most un-Dutch in conception were it not that 
it depicts a warrior. THE HEADS OF TWO PHARISEES also by Bosch expresses in every 
line Bosch's supreme contempt for mankind. This is the only study of heads known to 
be from his hand. 

The Golden Age of the 17th century is richly represented in this exhibition. 
Painting was second nature to Frans Hals. His touch was so sure he seldom did 
preparatory sketches. Occasionally he did one and some have survived. The rare 
pleasure of viewing one may be had in this exhibition. It is called A STANDING 



CAVALIER. Hercules Seghers was much admired by Rembrandt and his work often reflected 
Seghers 1 influence. His A FARMYARD is in the exhibition. It is done in Seghers' 
peculiarly original landscape style and has a still, unearthly beauty - a hushed 
remoteness of rare quality. THE CARD PLAYERS done by Jan Steen, master of humorous 
genre, is shown. The almost reverent feeling the Dutch have for the landscape of 
their country is present in Rembrandt's A FARM NEAR AMSTERDAM also in TWO COTTAGES AND 
TREES and FARMHOUSE SURROUNDED BY TREES. 


Water has always been important in the Dutch scene. In the 17th century 
it played a dominant role in the life of the people. Hobbema, van Goyen, Cuyp, 
Avercamp and Jacob van Ruysdael conveyed admirably the moist atmosphere, the gloomy 
appeal of the sea with great overhanging clouds. 

This exhibition will be open free to the public through March 22. 


For further information or photographs write or telephone Margaret R. Parkin 
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